3  CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act – Use the Environmental Checklist / Initial Study to assess areas of potential impact. 
Abbreviated list of standards or significance criteria below. 

MND environmental assessment and mitigation measures – answers to questions and docs must: 

· Account for the Whole Action (project – related, cumulative, construction, operational, indirect and direct, on-site and offsite) 

· If there is substantial evidence that a Potentially Significant Impact may occur, the answer must identify and require mitigation measures to bring the impact down to less than significant (If it cannot, then a full Environmental Impact Report is required). 

Answers and explanation should identify: 1) the Source used; 2) Significance Criteria or Threshold; and 3) mitigation measure(s) and define how it reduces the impact to less than significant.  NOTE: Mitigations must be implementable and cannot be defined in the future.
	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
	STANDARDS OR CRITERIA 
	PROJECT NOTES – IMPACT AREAS 

	Aesthetics: have a substantial adverse effect on: 
	a) Scenic vista b) damage scenic resources or historic buildings w/in state scenic highway c) degrade visual character d) create a new source of light or glare that affect nighttime views 

	

	Agricultural Resources: (option to refer to CA Ag Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model – CA Dept of Conservation or Farmland Mapping Program – CA Resources Agency)


	a) convert prime farmland to non-ag use b) conflict with ag zoning or a Williamson Act contract c) other changes which may convert farmland to non-ag use

	

	Air Quality: Use significance criteria set by No. Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District (NSCAPCD) 
(Note: Sensitive receptors are generally young children and elderly people – of concern are diesel emissions from large construction equipment)
	a) conflict with implementation of air quality plan (Note: NSCAPCD has no air quality plan) b) violate or significantly contribute to the violation of an air quality standard c) contribute to Greenhouse Gas emissions d) expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations e) create objectionable odors affecting a substantial # of people 

	

	Biological Resources: Have an effect either directly or through habitat modifications (CA Dept of Fish & Game/ US Fish and Wildlife) 
	a) on any species identified as a candidate or a special circumstances species (i.e. rare or endangered b) effect on riparian habitat or sensitive natural community c) Section 404 of Clean Water Act protected wetlands d) interfere with movement of or nursery sites for native resident or migratory fish/wildlife e) conflict with ordinances (i.e. heritage tree preservation, etc.) f) conflict with adopted Conservation Plans 
	


	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
	STANDARDS OR CRITERIA 
	PROJECT NOTES – IMPACT AREAS 

	Cultural Resources:  Cause a substantial change in the significance of: 
(See Section 15064.5 of CEQA. Landmark Commission must find project consistent with the Dept of Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties.) 


	a) a historical resources b) an archeological resource c) destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature d) disturb human remains.
	

	Geology/ Soils: Expose people or structures to substantial adverse effects, including risk of loss, injury or death: (Alquist – Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map – CA State Geologist or Divisions of Mines Geology Special Publication 42)
Expansive soils: Uniform Building Code Table 18-1B
	a) earthquake i) rupture of fault line ii) strong seismic ground shaking iii) seismic-related failure, including liquefaction iv) landslides b) substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil c) unstable geologic unit or one that would become unstable as a result of the project and result in a landslide, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse d) located on expansive soil
	

	Hazards and Hazardous Materials: Create a significant hazard to the public or environment

Hazardous Materials Sites – Government Code Section 65962.5
	a) transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials b) upset and accident conditions releasing haz materials into environment c) within a quarter mile of a school d) site on a list of haz mat sites e/f) w/in 2 miles of public airport/ vicinity of private airstrip resulting in safety hazard g) impair implementation of an emergency response plan h) expose to wildland fires, where wildlands are adjacent to residences
	

	Hydrology/ Water Quality:

Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map
… g) place housing within 100 year flood h) impede or redirect flood flows i) failure of levee or dam
	a) violate water quality standards or waste discharge requirements b) substantially deplete groundwater supplies c/d) alter existing drainage patterns on site or in area through alteration of the course of a stream or river – i) result in substantial erosion ii) increase the rate or amount of surface runoff – flooding e) runoff water that exceeds storm water drainage systems f) otherwise degrade water quality 
	


	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
	STANDARDS OR CRITERIA 
	PROJECT NOTES – IMPACT AREAS 

	Land Use and Planning: 
General Plan, Specific Plan, local Coastal program, or Zoning ordinance 
	a) physically divide a community b) conflict with land use plan, policy or regulation c) conflict with habitat or natural community conservation plan 

	

	Mineral Resources: Result in loss in availability of: 


	a) mineral resource of value to area or CA b) resource recovery site identified in Gen Plan 
	

	Noise: Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
	a) standards in Gen Plan or Noise Ordinance b) ground borne vibration or noise levels c) permanent increase in ambient noise levels d) temp or periodic inc in ambient noise e) w/in 2 miles of airport  


	

	Population and Housing
	a) induce substantial pop growth b) displace housing c) displace people requiring housing elsewhere 


	

	Public Services : Fire protection/ Police/ Schools/ Parks / Other public facilities
	a) adverse physical impacts assoc with new gov’n facilities (construction impacts, etc) in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives 

	

	Recreation
	a) increase use of existing parks such that there would be substantial physical deterioration b) include rec facilities or require construction that would have an adverse environmental effect

	


	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
	STANDARDS OR CRITERIA 
	PROJECT NOTES – IMPACT AREAS 

	Transportation / Traffic

Airport Related

c) result in a change in Air Traffic Patterns 
	a) cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (inc in vehicle trips, volume/capacity ratio on roads, congestion at intersections b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard established by the County d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (Sharp curve, dangerous intersection) or incompatible uses (i.e. farm equipment 

	

	Utilities/ Service Systems
	a) exceed wastewater treatment requirements b) result in construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities c) require construction of new storm water drainage facilities d) have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project e) determination by wastewater treatment provider that it has capacity to serve the project f) served by a landfill with sufficient capacity g) comply with Fed, State, and local statutes related to solid waste

	



